
 

 

 

 

February 17, 2019 

Dear FCCS members and friends, 

We are excited about an opportunity for the State of Maryland to finally address a major aspect 

of inequitable funding for public school students who are enrolled in charter schools. We need 

your help to advocate for passing the Public Charter School Facility Fund Act of 2019 (House 

Bill 156/Senate Bill 172) in this legislative session. We encourage you to discuss this with your 

families and community - please invite others to join this action. It is a tenet of our school to 

encourage engaged citizenship, and students can be involved in this process as well. 

What can you do to help? 

1. Please join us in Annapolis on Tuesday, February 19 at 5:30-7:00 p.m. to informally talk 

to legislators about your charter school experience and how inequitable funding challenges 

charter schools in operating to their full potential. Please visit here to access all information 

about this event, including pre-visit correspondence and sample talking points as well as 

location and carpool information. Your participation in this event would be very valuable to 

securing a successful outcome! 

2. We are also asking for a few minutes of your time to advocate for students and teachers at 

Frederick Classical Charter School by writing a letter to local elected officials and asking 

for their support of House Bill 156 / Senate Bill 172. Letters of support can be written by 

anyone interested in strong public schools in Maryland, especially voters. We especially need 

you – our parents and staff -- to write letters to Maryland State Delegates and Senators and 

ask them to support House Bill 156 / Senate Bill 172. Please visit here to access all the 

information you need to submit your letter. This week is critical for voters and impacted 

individuals to express support! 

3. Join us for a second opportunity to visit Annapolis to participate in the process. The Senate 

and House hearings are currently scheduled on Tuesday, February 26 at 1pm. You can 

volunteer to formally speak as part of a panel, submit written testimony, or observe and show 

your support. The more supporters in attendance, the better. More information about this will 

be available soon. 

What is this legislation and how does it help us? 

Public Charter School Facility Fund Act of 2019 (House Bill 156 / Senate Bill 172) was 

introduced by Maryland Governor Larry Hogan in January 2019. This legislation would create a 

fund for public charter school facilities, annually allocating up to $1,600 per pupil at public 

charter schools to obtain and maintain buildings. In 16 states, including Massachusetts and the 

District of Columbia, the law provides funding or other programs to assist public charter schools 
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in obtaining and maintaining school buildings. Maryland has no such law. Unlike traditional 

public schools, Maryland’s public charter schools are responsible for finding and paying for their 

own school facilities. We must use our “per pupil operating revenue” toward this effort. As a 

result, much-needed money gets diverted from our classrooms and students and put toward 

facility needs instead. If passed, Frederick Classical Charter School would receive up to 

$601,600 in additional funding annually, allowing us to add more staff, training, and resources 

and to make improvements in our school facility. 

 

Thank you for your support of Frederick Classical Charter School. Let’s show up and fill those 

inboxes to let our elected leaders know how important this is! For more information, please 

email advocacy@frederickclassicalcharterschool.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

The Board of Trustees 

Frederick Classical Charter School, Inc. 

 

 


