
Oh, the weather outside is frightful! As the weather continues to get colder, please make 

sure that your child is dressed appropriately for outdoor recess activity. Remember that the 

outdoor play area stays shaded for much of the day; making scarves, coats and gloves es-

sential for student safety and comfort. For parents of young ladies, please encourage tights 

or leggings under uniform skirts and jumpers to ensure that they are warm enough out-

doors during recess time. 

I want to thank everyone for the well-wishes while I recovered from shoulder surgery over 

the holiday break. I returned to school on January 5th and feel good as new! I also hope 

that you all had a wonderful holiday with time to relax and enjoy your families. 

As you know, FCCS visited the Weinberg Center on December 18th to see Charles Dick-

ens’s classic, ‘A Christmas Carol.’ We were the largest student group in attendance and 

the behavior of our students was outstanding! As our students were leaving, the coordina-

tor for all of the school groups stopped me and complimented our school! I am so proud of 

them! They were excellent representatives of the amazing students we have here at FCCS! 

Please be sure to read through this month’s newsletter, as there is information regarding 

absences, tardies and early dismissals, Lego club, and the upcoming MLK Celebration. 

I know it’s going to be a GREAT 2015 at Frederick Classical and I’m thrilled that we get 

to experience it together! 

-Mrs. Erica Cummins 

Looking Forward to a Happy New 
Year at FCCS!! 

Carline Tips for the Month of January 

When dropping off or picking up your child each day, there are some important things to 

remember in order to ensure the safety of our students, volunteers and staff. 

 Remember to form two lines on Spires Way during morning drop off, alternating 

lines to pull up to the front of the school. 

 If a volunteer or safety patrol member is not available and your child is struggling to 

get their belongings and themselves out of the car, it is okay to assist them. Our goal 

is to foster independence, however, this may take time and practice, especially for 

our youngest students.  

 Please remember that MANY of the adults assisting with carline are volunteers. 

They are donating their time to assist ALL of the students at FCCS. Remember your 

manners and treat them respectfully. 

How can you contact us? 

  Erica Cummins, Head of School 

erica.cummins@fcps.org 

    Christine Newman, Administrative Assistant 

christine.newman@fcps.org 

School website: 

  www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org 
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There are several vendors and stores that provide FCCS with 

rewards programs. These programs contribute either goods 

or money based on participation from the community. Please 

take a look at these and be sure you sign-up to help FCCS! 

 

Giant A+ Rewards - visit GiantFood.com and register your 

card. Our school ID is 18223. 

Giant Eagle Apples for the Students - visit gianteagle.com 

and register your card. Our school ID is 5853. 

Box Tops 4 Education - Keep clipping those box tops and 

sending them in. We submit box tops every month and they 

send us a check twice a year! You can even create an account 

at www.boxtops4education.com and track our school’s pro-

gress! 

My Coke Rewards - Send in your caps and Coke Rewards 

Packaging. It’s that easy, as we take care of the rest! 

Labels for Education - Clip those Labels for Education off 

of your products and send them in! They are currently run-

ning a special, 20 labels for 20 books from scholastic! 

You can go to www.labelsforeducation.com to see a list 

of participating items. 

Amazon Smile - When shopping online at Ama-

zon.com, be sure to make your purchases through the 

Amazon Smile account to benefit FCCS! Go to 

www.smile.amazon.com to set your account. 

Shoparoo - Download the free Shoparoo app., and 

snap pictures of you receipts from grocery stores, drug 

stores, warehouse club stores, convenient stores, etc. 

and Shoparoo makes a CASH donation to the school 

for every receipt! Wow! 

 

  

 

  

teamwork, programming, mechanical 

design, research, and presentation, as 

well as modeling the First Lego 

League core values of cooperation and 

gracious professionalism (GP).  In 

terms of that, the KEG team won a 

special award called the "Best Buddy" 

award.  Rose Young, the primary coor-

dinator for the event, wrote the fol-

lowing about our team: 

 

"The 'Best Buddy' was a new award 

that centered on your team's gracious 

professionalism. The referee in particu-

lar made mention of their positive and 

respectful attitude when they were 

competing. In one match, one of your 

team members ran to get a ball from 

your kit when the one on the opposite 

table was missing. Truly an example of 

'GP'!" 

 

This is a wonderful accomplishment for 

the KEG team and reflects very well 

Lego League participants succeeded at 

their first qualifier event held in De-

cember. Both Lego Fighters and Kids' 

Engineering Group (KEG) did a won-

derful job of handling the stress and 

long hours of the competition. They 

worked diligently making last minute 

adjustments to their robots, at times 

still programming just minutes before 

competition. The Lego Fighters started 

from an empty program the day before 

the competition and learned how to 

use MyBlocks and other programming 

techniques in a four hour period 

(probably a month's worth of pro-

gramming). Their dedication was im-

pressive, especially for 5-9 p.m. on a 

Friday! Due to extensive efforts, both 

teams managed to improve their robot 

game scores throughout the day! 

 

In the end, neither team qualified, but 

that wasn't the goal. This was a learn-

ing experience to acquire skills such as 

on the values emphasized at our 

school. The teams received certificates 

and medals from the competition. Both 

teams will be encouraged to share 

their knowledge from the competition 

to help the other teams prepare in the 

future. All in all, it was a great day, and 

we look forward to going to the next 

qualifier with a much better sense of 

what we need to do. Many, many 

thanks to all of the parents who came 

and supported the kids and made this 

an enjoyable and memorable experi-

ence! 

 

Engineering & Lego Club has been a 

success this year at FCCS.  We have 

12 teams, more than any other single 

school in Maryland.  

The club meets 

Monday afternoons 

3:15pm-5:15pm. 
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Supporting FCCS with Rewards Programs! 

Club Highlight: LEGO Club 
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All full or partial absences from school, 

including tardies or early dismissals, fall into 

one of two categories: lawful or unlawful. 

Per Maryland law, only certain reasons are 

accepted as ‘lawful’ absences.  

Absences considered lawful and therefore 

excused, as described in the Public School 

Laws and Code of Bylaws of the Maryland 

State Board of Education, are: 

Illness of the student (doctor’s verification 

may be required) 

Death in the immediate family 

Court summons (of the child) 

Work or activity accepted by the school 

authorities (Must be preapproved with 

school administration) 

Observance of religious holiday 

State emergency 

Suspension 

Health exclusion 

Other emergency (judgment of Superinten-

dent or designee) 

Families that take vacations no more than 

twice during the school year can have up to 

five total days excused for this reason. The 

remaining days are coded as unlawful absenc-

es.  

When a student is picked up early or arrives 

late for a doctor or dental appointment, a 

note must be provided in order to make the 

missed time lawful.  

A note stating the reason for absence, lateness 

or early dismissal is required or the absence is 

automatically classified as unlawful. All excuses 

must be in writing or via email that will be 

printed an retained for records. Phone calls, 

although appreciated, cannot serve as docu-

mentation for an absence.  

It is incredibly important to foster good at-

tendance habits in our students. Being on time 

and remaining in school all day whenever pos-

sible is imperative for student success. 

In the event that a student is ill, please keep 

him/her at home. Please refer to the guidelines 

in the Parent/Student Handbook regarding the 

duration of time to keep a child home from 

school for illness when they have had a fever, 

vomiting or diarrhea.  

ling will be on the sibling waitlist in-
stead of the general waitlist.  

 

We also have information nights 
coming up that include an overview 
of the school and a tour.  

 

Please share with your friends and 
neighbors that the infor-
mation nights are held in 
the FCCS Multipurpose 
room at 7:00 pm on: 

January 22, 2015 

February 10, 2015 

March 10, 2015 

The lottery registration for the 

2015/2016 school year is now 

open.  Please view the lottery 

information on the school web-

site at 

www.frederickclassicalchartersc

hool.org/prospective-families  

for more details.  Please spread 

the word to your local friends 

and neighbors!  

 

Remember that students who 
already attend FCCS do not need 
to apply for the lottery. For sib-
lings of current students, you 
will need to apply for the lottery 
and indicate the name of the 
sibling that already attends. This 
will ensure that your child’s sib-
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Clarification of Absences, Tardies and Early Dismissals 

Lottery Information for the 
2015-2016 School Year 

If you have any questions about your 

child’s attendance, please contact the 

school. 

If you would like clarification of any of 

the attendance regulations, please email 

Mrs. Cummins at eri-

ca.cummins@fcps.org or call the 

school and leave a message. 

 

Thank you in advance for ensuring 

good attendance for your child! 

 

 

 

Did you read the newsletter this month?? Would you like 

to enter your child or children in a drawing to have lunch 

with Mrs. Cummins? If so, please send an email to Mrs. 

Cummins at erica.cummins@fcps.org with “I read the 

newsletter”  in the subject line. In the body of the email, 

please include your child’s name, grade, homeroom teach-

er and the title of the song referenced in my January letter. 

The deadline for entering the drawing is, Friday, January 

16th. 

Thanks for supporting your child’s education! 

http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org/prospective-families
http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org/prospective-families


Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration! 

FCCS has a lot to be proud of! 

 

Sarah Koffman, 6th grade student, will represent FCCS at the Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration on January 15th at TJ High School. 

She was nominated by staff for exemplifying the virtues that we 

strive for! 

 

Additionally, 

Matilda Geffen, 6th grade student, has been selected to be recog-

nized for her MLK, Jr. essay. She was selected as one of only two rep-

resentatives from all FCPS middle schools! 

 

Also, 

FCCS Choir has been selected as one of only four choirs in all FCPS 

schools to perform during this event! 

 

How amazing! 

 

Families and community members are invited to attend. 

 

TJ High School Auditorium at 7:00 pm on Thursday, January 15, 

2015. See you there! 

8445 Spires Way, Suite CC 

Frederick, MD 21701  

Frederick Classical Charter 

School 

26 - Schools Closed for Students 

28 - First day of marking term 3 

February  

Week of 2/2 - National School 

Counselor Week 

6 - 1950’s themed evening dance 

for students in 5th through 7th 

grades; afternoon dance for stu-

dents in 3rd and 4th grades 

7 - MathCounts Competition @ 9:00 

am at TJ Middle  

9 - Community Meeting @ 7:00 pm 

in FCCS Multipurpose Room 

12 - Valentine parties for students 

in grades Kindergarten through 2nd 

13 - Schools Closed for Students 

Upcoming Events: 

January 

9 - Spelling Bee @ 5:00 pm at 

Rosenstock Hall, Hood College 

10 - MathCounts Competition @ 

9:00 am at TJ Middle 

10 - Lego Competition 

12 - Community Meeting @7:00 pm 

in FCCS Multipurpose Room 

15 - Rev. Dr. MLK, Jr. Celebration @ 

7:00 pm at TJ High School 

19 - Schools Closed for Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. Day 

22 - Information Night @7:00 pm in 

FCCS Multipurpose Room 

23 - Last day of marking term 2 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Phone: 240-236-1200 

Fax: 240-236-1201 
 

Frederick Classical Charter School 
Griffins 

FREDERICK CLASSICAL 

CHARTER SCHOOL 

16 - Schools Closed for Presi-

dents’ Day 

18 - Information Night @ 

7:00 pm in FCCS Multipur-

pose Room 

19 - Class Picture Day 

27 - Two hour early dismissal 

for students 

 


