
Frederick Classical Charter School 
Suggested Summer Reading Assignments for Students Entering Fifth and Sixth Grades 

 
 

Reading is a basic tool in the living of a good life. 
                          -Mortimer Adler 

 
We encourage each family to make reading an integral part of your 
summer activities.  Children should read good books that cultivate his or 
her affections and promote a love of learning.  Have your child read 
widely and often.  Have thoughtful questions ready to spur discussions 
about the book.  Read portions of the book with your child. 
 
The Reading List below is meant to provide suggestions for summer 
book selections for children and parents of children who will be entering 
Fifth Grade or Sixth Grade in Fall of 2016.  Assignments will be shared 
the first week of school.  

 

 Suggested Books Reading Assignment 

5th -The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson 
-Mr. Lincoln’s Drummer by G. Clifton Wisler 
-Tanglewood Tales by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
-The Tale of Troy by Roger L. Green 
-The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 
-Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe 
-The Silver Chair by C. S. Lewis 
-The Voyage of the Dawn Treader by C. S. Lewis 
-The Summer of the Swans  by Betsy Byars 
-Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Montgomery 
-Heidi by Johanna Spyri 
-Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 
-Five Little Peppers by Margaret Sidney 
-Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 
-Hans Brinker of the Silver Skates by Mary Dodge 
-King of the Wind by Marguerite Henry 
-Gentle Ben by Walter Morey 
 

Students will read for 45 minutes each day.  Students will 
select one book in order to write a summary paragraph 
which includes: title and author, main characters, setting, 
conflict and resolution.  A second paragraph will analyze 
one of the following topics:  

 main character (include evidence from the text) 
 qualities the character possesses  
 how the character changed; why the change 

occurred 
 what the character learned; how he learned it 

 message/theme (include evidence from the text) 
 what was the main lesson the author wanted a 

character to learn 
 who was learning the lesson in the story 
 how did he learn it 
 why was this lesson important to this character 

6th --Canterbury Tales retold by Geraldine McCaughrean 
-Men of Iron by Howard Pyle 
-Otto of the Silver Hand by Howard Pyle 
-Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Wyss 
-Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne 
-Little Britches, Man of the Family, The Home Ranch, 
Come on Sea Biscuit, The Fields of Home by Ralph Moody 
-Calico Captive by Elizabeth George Speare 
-Fallon, first Fast Draw, Trail of Seven Pines by Louis 
L’Amour 
-The Shining Company, Sword Song, The Eagle of the 
Ninth, The Silver Branch, Outcast by Rosemary Sutcliff 
-100 Cupboards triology by N. D. Wilson 
-The Dragon’s Tooth by N. D. Wilson 
-The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane 
-The Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom 
-Miracles on Maple Hill by Virginia Sorenson 
-The Wizard of Oz by Frank Baum 
-The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
-White Fang by Jack London 
 

Students will read for 45 minutes each day.  Students will 
select one book for which to write a summary paragraph 
which includes: title and author, main characters, setting, 
conflict and resolution.  A second paragraph will analyze 
one of the following topics:  

 message/theme (include evidence from the text) 
 what was the main lesson the author wanted a 

character to learn 
 who was learning the lesson in the story 
 how did he learn it 
 why was this lesson important to this character 

 setting and mood (include evidence from the text) 
 mood-words author used to help you see, hear, 

and feel 
 significance of setting to the plot; what the 

setting tells you about the characters 
 dialog-use of vocabulary and accents; 

importance to the story 
 
 
 

Derived from Summer Reading Assignments: The Academy for Classical Education and Founders Classical Academy 


