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Classical Education at FCCS

Session Objectives

In this information session, we'll take a look at how modern 
classical education fits in our public charter school, what are 
some of the basic tenets of classical education, and what are some 
of the teaching practices we are using to deliver our mission.

Instructor: Harry Hanna, Classical Education Teacher Specialist
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Image: Trivium. https://http://bookofthrees.com/trivium/

Presentation templates by SlidesCarnival; Photographs by 
Unsplash  

Presenter Notes:

Share session objectives with the audience.

Review the school’s mission statement -

Our mission is to provide elementary and middle 
school-aged children in Frederick County with a 
well-rounded, college-focused instructional program that 
develops students’ knowledge, reason and self-expression. 

Source: FCCS Parent and Student Handbook, 2017.

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/


How does Classical Education fit?

Frederick 
County Public 

Schools

Classical 
Education
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Presenter Notes:

FCCS believes that children have a natural desire to learn 
and a great capacity for scholarship (Many times, we refer 
to our students as scholars). In an effort to encourage a 
lifelong love of learning, we strive to provide a creative, 
challenging and carefully constructed curriculum in an 
expectation-based, disciplined classroom environment. 
We emphasize thorough mastery of subject, high 
standards of achievement, good study habits, and personal 
responsibility. We aim to nurture the whole child within 
an atmosphere of mutual respect, development of 
character, and recognition of achievement. 

The founders of FCCS believed that these things can be 
achieved through a classical education approach. Starting 
in 2009, they started the process to obtain a charter from 
Frederick County Public Schools that would emphasize 
traditional content taught using research-based curriclua 



and classical education pedagogy. This was a long process 
and through our founding families efforts to get approval 
for a charter school,  they labored for years until the 
opening of our school in August of 2013. The school 
motto, Nil Sine (SCENE -A)  Magno Labore, Nothing 
without great labor, was inspired by their efforts and 
sacrifices.

Source: Paraphrasing of FCCS Parent-Teacher Handbook, 
2017.

We are a Frederick County Public School and we follow a 
modern approach to classical education. How does 
Classical Education fit here at our school? To know this, 
we need to take a quick look at the classical education 
pedagogy and practices.



What is 
considered 
‘classical’?
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Presenter Notes:

Offer a few suggestions off-the-cuff. Audience 
participation?

Classical instruction isn’t something tangible. It’s not a 
lesson plan, there’s no such thing as a classical objective. 
Classical is a way of teaching. It’s a pedagogy. It’s a  
process.

Source: Erica Cummins



Presenter Notes:

Our founders held informational meetings before the 
school opened and this information is adapted from these 
presentations. They are available on our school website.

Share some of the points from the slide. Emphasis purple 
text.

Source: Classical Education Informational PowerPoint 101 or 
102. www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org website. 
Author: Tom Neumark?

Quite often we are asked,  “What is your educational philosophy?”

From our perspective, that’s the wrong question to ask.

Education should not be about following a “philosophy” or 
strongly-held belief system.

What works is a question of evidence, not philosophy.

If we have a “philosophy”, it is empiricism coupled with a heavy dose of 
common sense.

Frederick Classical’s Approach

Adapted from Classical Education ppt. www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org

http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org


Presenter Notes:

Our founders held informational meetings before the 
school opened and this information is adapted from these 
presentations. They are available on our school website.

Share some of the points from the slide. Emphasis purple 
text.

Source: Classical Education Informational PowerPoint 101 or 
102. www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org website. 
Author: Tom Neumark?

We choose approaches based on solid research where it is available, and logical 
extension of known findings where conclusive research is not available.

We are a classical school, but we don’t rigidly adhere to a classical 
philosophy or make instructional decisions based primarily on how classical 
an approach is but we also use programs supported by research.

However, many of the approaches commonly used in the classical approach are 
well-supported by research (such as phonics in reading instruction, for example).

Frederick Classical’s Approach

Adapted from Classical Education ppt. www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org

http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org


Presenter Notes:

Our founders held informational meetings before the 
school opened and this information is adapted from these 
presentations. They are available on our school website.

Share some of the points from the slide. Emphasis purple 
text.

Source: The Academic Achievement Challenge as qtd. in 
Classical Education Informational PowerPoint 101 or 102. 
www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org website.Author: 
Tom Neumark?

“[T]he traditional, teacher-centered approach generally 
produced higher academic achievement than the 

progressive, student-centered approach.  Only one study 
reported few consistent differences in achievement 

between the progressive and traditional schools.  But, it 
should be noted, none found that progressive, informal 

education resulted in higher academic achievement than 
the more formal, traditional education.”

Frederick Classical’s Approach

http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org


Presenter Notes:

Our founders held informational meetings before the 
school opened and this information is adapted from these 
presentations. They are available on our school website.

Share some of the points from the slide. Emphasis purple 
text.

Source: Classical Education Informational PowerPoint 101 or 
102. www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org website. 
Author: Tom Neumark?

Research also shows that the more traditional approaches are better for less 
well-prepared students and those with disabilities at all social levels. *

Students taught with traditional approaches like school more and have higher 
self-esteem compared to students taught through progressive approaches. *

However, research does not conclude that traditional approaches are better 
in every circumstance. *

More research on specific ways to teach specific topics to children of different 
age levels and abilities is needed. 

*  Read more about it on our website: www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org.

Frederick Classical’s Approach

Adapted from Classical Education ppt. www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org

http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org


What is Classical Education?
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Truth, Beauty, Goodness?

Presenter Notes:

Our school’s philosophical statement that our students say 
every day is “I will learn the true, I will do the good, I will 
see the beautiful.

Source: FCCS Parent-Teacher Handbook, 2017.



Classical Education...
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...is like a museum.

...is like a garden.

...is like a cathedral.

...is like a table.

...is like a tapestry.

...is like a conservatory.

...is like a monastery.

Which analogy/analogies give you a picture of what Classical Education looks like?

Source: Dr. Perrin. Once more, what is classical education?  

Presenter Notes:

Which analogy/analogies give you a picture of what 
Classical Education looks like?

Give 30 seconds of wait time to allow audience to decide. 

Dr. Perrin, one of our educational consultants, describes it 
as all of those things. 

He says there are “many beautiful “rooms” in classical 
education, all of which display something beautiful, true, 
and good. Like a world-class museum, classical education 
is such a large treasury that you can’t fully explore or 
comprehend it even in a lifetime.” 

Source: Dr. Perrin. Once more, what is classical education?  



I said this before band it still is true. Classical instruction 
isn’t something tangible. It’s not a lesson plan, there’s no 
such thing as a classical objective. Classical is a way of 
teaching. It’s a pedagogy. It’s a  process.
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All You Need to Know About Classical Education In About Two Minutes

Presenter Notes:

I’ve introduced to you tonight a little bit of what Classical 
Education looks like. Let’s take a look at a rapid overview 
of everything you need to “know” about classical 
education.

Source: Sarah Breetzke, Trinity Classical Academy, 
Omaha, NE.  All You Need to Know About Classical Education 
In About Two Minutes. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=or8kSEU7aUU 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=or8kSEU7aUU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=or8kSEU7aUU


“The mind is not a vessel to be 
filled, but a fire to be kindled. 

- Plutarch
13

Image: Teen Thinking. https://pbs.twimg.com/media/DMYV0yfUMAAGvQG.jpg 

Presenter Notes:

Briefly review the quote. Emphasis that it is a fire to be 
kindled. 

Source: Dr. Perrin. Classical Quotes   
https://twitter.com/ClassicalAcadPr 

https://twitter.com/ClassicalAcadPr


What does a modern approach to 
classical education look like?

15

Presenter Notes:

We define “a modern approach to classical education” as 
using data and research to drive improvements.

Students will be taught through a variety of instructional 
approaches supported by research.

The techniques used will be selected for effectiveness 
and efficiency.

Teaching is both an art and a science.

Source: Classical Education Informational PowerPoint 101 or 
102. www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org website. 
Author: Tom Neumark?

That said, we need to take a look at what are some of the 
hallmarks of a classical education. It is more than just 

http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org


offering Latin at our school.



Trivium - Three Stages or ‘Schools’ 

Grammar

K-4

Logic

5-8

Rhetoric

9-12

15

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Emphasis that FCCS focuses on the 
first two stages or schools



The “Pearls” of Classical Education
◈ The Liberal Arts
◈ Pedagogy
◈ The Great Books
◈ Scholé
◈ Virtue

16

Image: Pearls in Hands. Pearlautore.com.au via Pinterest.com. 

Presenter Notes:

Dr. Perrin talks about the ‘pearls’ of Classical Education

Quickly list them.

Source: Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical 
Pedagogy Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 
2014.



“The world is true, good and beautiful, 
and we are made such that we can know 
and perceive and love the things that are 
true, good and beautiful. 

- Dr. Christopher Perrin, Consultant, Classical Academic Press
17

Presenter Notes:

Share the quote.

Source: Dr. Perrin. Classical Quotes   
https://twitter.com/ClassicalAcadPr 

https://twitter.com/ClassicalAcadPr


The Seven Liberal Arts

◈ The Trivium 
◆ Grammar
◆ Logic (Dialectic)
◆ Rhetoric
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Image: Medieval Trivium. https://http://bookofthrees.com/trivium/

The Trivium – Chaucer’s Education

Presenter Notes:

Quickly review the Trivium stages.

Source: Kevin Clark and Ravi Jain. The Liberal Arts 
Tradition.  Classical Academic Press, 2013.



The Seven Liberal Arts

◈ The Quadrivium
◆ Arithmetic
◆ Geometry
◆ Music
◆ Astronomy

19

Image: Medieval Quadrivium. https://http://bookofthrees.com/trivium/

“quadrivium” of arithmetic, music, 
geometry, and astronomy

Presenter Notes:

Quickly review the Quadrivium stages.

These are not areas that we focus on, but some of the 
ideas are briefly touched upon.

Source: Kevin Clark and Ravi Jain. The Liberal Arts 
Tradition.  Classical Academic Press, 2013.



The Seven Liberal Arts Prepares for

◈ Higher Order of Thought
◆ Philosophy
◆ Theology
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Image: Medieval Universities. https://http://bookofthrees.com/trivium/

“medieval universities

Presenter Notes:

Quickly review the higher order of thought that was 
taught at the universities. These are not areas that we 
focus on, but some of the ideas are briefly touched upon.

Source: Kevin Clark and Ravi Jain. The Liberal Arts 
Tradition.  Classical Academic Press, 2013.



Pedagogy
◈ Festina Lente 
◈ Multum Non Multa 
◈ Repetitio Mater Memoriae 
◈ Embodied Learning
◈ Songs, chants, and jingles
◈ Wonder and curiosity
◈ Educational virtues 
◈ Docendo Discimus 
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Video: Dr. Chris Perrin. Classical U. Youtube.com

Presenter Notes:

Quickly review the list of the pedagogy that is shown here. 
Time does not permit me to show this video but it can be 
found on Youtube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Sources : 
Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M


Pedagogy - Festina Lente
Make haste slowly

◆ “The traditional classical model 
emphasizes the slow, careful reading of 
a small corpus of great literature - 
especially the epic poets” [Memoria Press]
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Image: Festina Lente. By Arminiuzz (Own work) [CC BY 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share the anchor and dolphin 
device and its history. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Festina Lente. Memoria Press.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M


Pedagogy - Multum Non Multa
Multum Non Multa (much, not many)

◆ Better to go deep with a few things and master them than be a 
dilettante with many” [Classical U]

◆ “Classical curriculum...insists on a limited number of 
demanding subjects taught in depth” [Memoria Press]

◆ “Renaissance educator Vittorio da Feltre assigned only four 
authors to his young students: Virgil, Homer, Cicero, and 
Demosthenes (These were, of course, read in the original Latin 
and Greek)” [Memoria Press]
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Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Dr. Perrin. Multum Non Multa. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

Multum Non Multa. Memoria Press.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.classicalu.com/


Pedagogy - Repetitio Mater Memoriae
Repetitio Mater Memoriae (repetition is the mother of memory)

◆ “...memorization is a kind of learning which really is best 
aided by repetition. There are other methods you can use to 
commit things to memory, but repetition is one of the best”

◆ “Don’t think that repetition just means when you repeat 
something over and over again. There are other kinds of 
repetition that are an aid to memory” [Audiolatinproverbs] 

◆ “Repetition is our friend, particularly in the grammar school 
years” [Classical U]

26

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

For instance, “ repetition of the ‘m’ sound and this kind 
of alliteraton..actually makes it easier to remember”

Sources : 

Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Dr. Perrin. Repetitio Mater Memoriae. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.classicalu.com/


Repetitio Mater Memoriae. Audio Latin Proverbs.



Pedagogy - Embodied Learning
Rhythms, Practices, Traditions, and Routines of 
Learning

◆ “The way we come to believe, and act 
and think and love doesn’t have as  
much to do as an intellectual 
exchange...as we think… we need to 
pay attention to what happens through 
the 5 senses” [Classical U]

25

Image: The Five Senses. https://ercare24.com/five-senses/

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Dr. Perrin. Embodied Learning. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.classicalu.com/


Pedagogy - Embodied Learning
Rhythms, Practices, Traditions, and 
Routines of Learning

◆ “We need to rethink 
decor...” [Classical U]

◆  Heavily decorated 
classrooms disrupt attention 
and learning [APS] 

https://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releas
es/heavily-decorated-classrooms-disrupt-attention-
and-learning-in-young-children.html 29

Image: Word Wall.. 
http://www.marciahebert.com/2013/01/de-clutter-your-classrooms-for-the-children/

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Dr. Perrin. Embodied Learning. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

Fisher and Goodwin. Heavily Decorated Classrooms Disrupt 

https://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/heavily-decorated-classrooms-disrupt-attention-and-learning-in-young-children.html
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/heavily-decorated-classrooms-disrupt-attention-and-learning-in-young-children.html
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/heavily-decorated-classrooms-disrupt-attention-and-learning-in-young-children.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.classicalu.com/


Attention and Learning In Young Children. Psychological 
Science

https://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/heav
ily-decorated-classrooms-disrupt-attention-and-learning-
in-young-children.html 

https://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/heavily-decorated-classrooms-disrupt-attention-and-learning-in-young-children.html
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/heavily-decorated-classrooms-disrupt-attention-and-learning-in-young-children.html
https://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/heavily-decorated-classrooms-disrupt-attention-and-learning-in-young-children.html


Pedagogy - Songs, Jingles, and Chants
Rhythms, Practices, Traditions, and Routines of 
Learning

◆ “Why not have them sing... their conjugation 
endings” 

◆  “They are going to sing, they are going to 
repeat, so let’s use their propensity to sing”

◆ Our brains say, “If you come back to..[this 
knowledge]...  seven or eight or nine times, I 
know you really mean it...then I’ll store this 
away in your deep memory.” [Classical U] 27

Image: Ready for the Hall. 
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/183169909823126790/

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Dr. Perrin. Embodied Learning. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.classicalu.com/


Wonder and Curiosity
A spirit of inquiry

◆ “Students need to be in awe..” 
◆ Children come with a built in wonder...and it needs to be 

cultivated” [Classical U]

◆ If you can keep curiosity alive…
◇ ...students learn.
◇ ...assessments reflect learning.
◇ ...scores rise.
◇ ...students engage and stay engaged.
◇ ...stay in love with learning    [Top20 Training] 32

Image: Curiosity. https://vaei.vai.org/2017/10/03/questions/

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Dr. Perrin. Wonder and Curiosity. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

Top 20 Training. Curiosity. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.classicalu.com/


https://vimeo.com/166621175

https://vimeo.com/166621175


Pedagogy - Educational Virtues
Without education verities, we simply 
lack...a student

◆ “In loco parentis - we are 
partnering with you, the 
parents to cultivate..[the 
virtues]”

◆ When those virtues are present, 
a student is a student even 
when the teacher is not 
around.” [Classical U] 34

Image: Greek Columns.   http://www.chrsismagazine.com

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Dr. Perrin. Educational Virtues. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.classicalu.com/


Pedagogy - Docendo Discimus
By Teaching, We Learn

◆ Schools that cycle through 
history, repeating the 
teaching of historical periods 
in later grade, can have older 
students come down to the 
younger grades to teach 
history” [Inside Classical Ed]

◆ Teachers develop deeper 
content knowledge by 
teaching 

35

Image: Teacher’s Kid. https://www.theodysseyonline.com/5-truths-teachers-kid

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Dr. Perrin. Docendo Discimus. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

Dr. Perrin. Docendo Discimus. Inside Classical Education. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.classicalu.com/


http://insideclassicaled.com/ 

http://insideclassicaled.com/


The Great Books
 As a teacher, the best approach to a text is as a student 

and not a master - Josh Gibbs
31

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Josh Gibbs. The Great Books. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

https://www.classicalu.com/


We should read old things -- we should 
read old things that have transcended time,
that resist the ravages of time, and that 
flourish over the course of time as opposed 
of being destroyed by time. 

We should give these books to our students 
because we want them to be full of things 
that last not things that fall away.”

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Josh Gibbs. The Great Books. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

https://www.classicalu.com/


Why Classical Books?
The books worth reading for a 
classical education are those 
worth thinking about.

Though classic works are 
lasting, they take longer to learn 
to love.

The Great Books
“Be honest…[scholars] might not 
take pleasure in reading the 
classics at first -- they take time to 
love.”

"Time brings fruit and time takes 
fruit away." Time will reveal what 
works are truly worthy and will 
destroy the unworthy ones.”

33

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Josh Gibbs. The Great Books. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

https://www.classicalu.com/


Dumas: Count of Monte Cristo, 
Three Musketeers
Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby
Forbes: Johnny Tremain
Frank: Diary of Anne Frank
Hawthorne: Scarlet Letter
Henry: The Gift of the Magi

The Great Books - Examples

40

Cervantes: Don Quixote
Chaucer: Canterbury Tales
Cooper: Last of the Mohicans
Descartes: Meditations 
Dell: Island of the Blue Dolphins
Dickens: Tale of Two Cities, 
Christmas Carol
Dostoevsky: Crime and 
Punishment

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

FCCS English Department. FCCS Reading List. 

Eagle Ridge Academy English Department. Eagle Ridge 
Reading List.  https:www.eagleridgeacademy.org 

Josh Gibbs. The Great Books. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

http://www.eagleridgeacademy.org
https://www.classicalu.com/




Shakespeare: Othello, Henry V, 
Hamlet, Macbeth 
Speare: Bronze Bow, Witch of 
Blackbird Pond
Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Tolkien: Hobbit; Lord of the Rings
Twain: Huckleberry Finn; Tom 
Sawyer
Verne: 20,000 Leagues Under the 
Sea

The Great Books - Examples

42

Homer: Iliad, Odyssey
Houston: Farewell to Manzanar
Lee: To Kill a Mockingbird
Lewis: Chronicles of Narnia
London: Call of the Wild; White 
Fang
Milton: Paradise Lost 
More: Utopia

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

FCCS English Department. FCCS Reading List. 

Eagle Ridge Academy English Department. Eagle Ridge 
Reading List.  https:www.eagleridgeacademy.org 

Josh Gibbs. The Great Books. Classical U. 
https://www.classicalu.com/ 

http://www.eagleridgeacademy.org
https://www.classicalu.com/


Scholé

Restful Learning, Leisure
◈ Scholé means taking time to 

educate in a relaxed, 
contemplative manner.

◈ Spend time reading the Great 
Books, enjoying poetry, and 
contemplating the beauty of 
nature (and vice versa).

43

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Sources : 

Mr. Hanna’s notes on Dr. Perrin’s Classical Pedagogy 
Training. Taken Fall 2013, Spring 2014, and Fall 2014. 

Dr. Perrin. The Eight Essential Principles of Classical 
Pedagogy. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M 

Dr. Perrin. Schole. Classical U. https://www.classicalu.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wi9UBSIu10M
https://www.classicalu.com/




Virtues

Our virtues are…

Temperance, Diligence, 
Patience, Humility, Love, 
Constancy, and Courage
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Image: FCCS Virtues.  Created by H. Hanna Oct 18, 2017

Presenter Notes:

FCCS works to cultivate virtues in our students. Farmers 
plant the seeds, nuture the plants and collect the harvest. 
Cultivation of virtues takes a lifetime, Virtues are 
universal and recognized by all cultures as basic qualities 
necessary for our well-being and happiness. We foucs on 
seven virtues at FCCS. Our scholars not only hear about 
them, but the see the virtues revealed in their course 
content. As we learn about history and read various pieces 
of literature, teachers and scholars identify the virtues that 
historical figures and characters displayed  and how those 
virtues helped them. We also learn when people or 
characters lacked virtues and what they reaped in return. 
We ask that families encourage their scholars to discuss 
the virtues and practice them away from school.



Source: Paraphrase of FCCS Parent-Teacher Handbook, 
2017.



Frequently asked Questions

Why do we ___________________?
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Presenter Notes:

Many times, we are asked some questions of why we do 
this or that at FCCS. Here are a few of those questions.

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to 
submit them to bot@frederickclassicalcharterschool.org 
or Mr. Hanna at harry.hanna@fcps.org and we can 
address them at a later date. 

mailto:bot@frederickclassicalcharterschool.org
mailto:harry.hanna@fcps.org


...have students wear uniforms?

“Uniforms denote a seriousness of 
purpose and a sense of appropriate play”

Uniforms create a sense of community and reduce 
competition among students in terms of appearance.  
Uniforms do not eliminate discipline problems or 
raise academic performance; nor do they reduce 
individuality.

Books.
Not Looks.

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

When students come to school, they are coming to work. 
The school uniform is a symbol of the role that the 
student assumes at school during the work day.

They were designed to free the students from fashion 
trends and peer pressure.

Sources: 

FCCS Parent-Teacher Handbook, 2017.

Supplemental Questions for Frederick Classical Charter School 
Public Charter School Program Grant Application, page 5



Classical Education Informational PowerPoint 101 or 102. 
www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org website. Author: 
Tom Neumark?

http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org


...emphasize learning facts?

“Factual knowledge must precede skill.”
You can’t think about something unless you 
have enough knowledge about it.

“Memory is the residue of thought.”
The human memory system is designed to 
remember things that you think about carefully.

There are no 
shortcuts.

Adapted from Classical Education ppt. www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org

Presenter Notes:

“Higher-order” thinking skills and knowledge are 
intertwined.  You can’t think about something unless you 
have enough knowledge about it. Factual knowledge 
improves your memory.
However, knowledge must be meaningful.  Lists of 
disconnected facts are not helpful.

Practice makes mental processes automatic, which frees 
short term memory to perform higher-order thinking. - 
Willingham

If a child has to struggle to solve 8 + 3, they have no 
mental energy (or desire) left to grapple with the types of 
problems that will increase their capacity as a 
mathematician. 

The human memory system is designed to remember 



things that you think about carefully.
Therefore, discovery learning should be used judiciously, 
since students may actually be more likely to think about 
misconceptions and remember those!

Sources: 

Daniel Willingham. Why don’t Students Like School. qtd in 
Classical Education Informational PowerPoint 101 or 102. 
www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org website. Author: 
Tom Neumark?

http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org


...emphasize learning facts?

“Nothing is as powerful for cementing 
long-term learning as retrieval 
practice.”

Definition: The act of trying to recall information 
without having it in front of you.

There are no 
shortcuts.

Adapted from Classical Education ppt. www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org

Presenter Notes:

If this is the first time you’re hearing the phrase “retrieval 
practice,” I’ll give you a simple definition: It’s the act of 
trying to recall information without having it in front of 
you. So if, for example, you’re studying the systems of the 
human body—skeletal, muscular, circulatory, and so 
on—you could do retrieval practice by attempting to list 
those systems without looking at the list; you’d just try to 
recall them from memory. Then when you’ve listed all 
you can remember, you’d open up your book or notes 
and check to see if you got them right.

This isn’t anything new. Remember, classical education 
focuses on things that have a history of working well. 
The whole concept of flashcards is built on retrieval 
practice, and flashcards have been around forever. What’s 
new is the research: In recent years, cognitive 
psychologists have been comparing retrieval practice with 



other methods of studying material and found that 
nothing is as powerful for cementing long-term learning 
as retrieval practice.

[Paraaphrased].

Sources : 

Jennifer Gonzalez. Retrieval Practice with Pooja Agarwal. 
Cult of Pedagogy. 
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/episode-79/ 

Pooja Agarwal. Retrieval Practice.  
https://www.retrievalpractice.org/ 

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/episode-79/
https://www.retrievalpractice.org/


...have traditional seating?

“On-task behavior was higher in the 
rows arrangement”

Students sit in individual desks arranged as their teacher 
needs for students to achieve the learning goals of the 
day. 

This structure allows students to feel safe and secure in 
their learning environment. 

High 
standards, 

low pressure

Presenter Notes:

For primary students: “On-task behavior was higher in the 
rows arrangement, with the effect being most marked for 
children who were least on-task when seated in groups” 
Another consideration is the physical size of the 
classrooms.

A second study, designed to increase the time on‐task of 
three individually disruptive pupils and employing 
seating in rows for individual task work, produced a 
similar pattern of outcomes: class mean time on‐task 
increased substantially, while the time on‐task of the three 
target pupils increased dramatically. 

Source: 

Nigel Hasting. Tasks and tables: the effects of seating 
arrangements on task engagement in primary classrooms. 



Kids need structure. 
Childhood anxiety is at an epidemic level. It’s important 
for students to feel safe and secure in their learning 
environments. A ‘new trend’ in some schools and 
classrooms is this idea of flexible seating. A flexible 
seating classroom is one in which traditional seating 
charts are replaced with seating arrangements that allow 
the students to seat where they choose (Wikipedia) and on 
what they sit on (bean bag chairs, etc. 

Not knowing where they will sit day to day can be further 
cause for feeling anxious about going to school. For most 
children the need to have a defined, consistent space is 
real. Does that mean they need to stay seated in one spot 
all day? Absolutely not. But they do need to know there is 
a space all their own.

Sources : 

Jody Durgin. 6 Problems with Flexible Seating in the 
Classroom. 
http://www.cfclassroom.com/2016/09/flexible-seating-in-
the-classroom.html  

Nigel Hasting. Tasks and tables: the effects of seating 
arrangements on task engagement in primary classrooms.  

http://www.cfclassroom.com/2016/09/flexible-seating-in-the-classroom.html
http://www.cfclassroom.com/2016/09/flexible-seating-in-the-classroom.html


...emphasize homework?

“It is virtually impossible to become 
proficient at a mental task without 
extensive practice.”

It is intended to reinforce material presented in the 
classroom and give students the opportunity to practice 
skills important to the subject.

Learning should 
be a pleasure, 
not a chore.

Adapted from Classical Education ppt. www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org

Presenter Notes:

Cognitive Scientist Dr. Daniel Willingham says... 

Practice makes mental processes automatic, which frees 
short term memory to perform higher-order thinking.

Practice improves the ability of the mind to transfer ideas 
to another application, and see the underlying structure, 
or what educators call “deep conceptual understanding.”

Our handbook says it is a very important and valued 
component of learning in classical education and at FCCS. 
Homework makes the connection betwen students, 
teachers, and parents. Remember: Nothing beats the 
triangle. It helps bring parents into the academic equation  
for success because education starts in the home.



Sources: 

Daniel Willingham. Why don’t Students Like School. qtd in 
Classical Education Informational PowerPoint 101 or 102. 
www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org website. Author: 
Tom Neumark?

FCCS Parent-Teacher Handbook, 2017.

Supplemental Questions for Frederick Classical Charter School 
Public Charter School Program Grant Application, page 5

http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org


...students stand to respond in class?

“Building self-confidence and public 
speaking skills”

Grammar stage students stand when delivering a 
response to teacher questions during whole group direct 
instruction.

It allows them to stay attentive and to focus on what 
other students have to say.

High 
standards, 

low pressure

Presenter Notes:

Starting with our youngest scholars, having them stand 
obviously helps them in a variety of ways. First, it builds 
their public speaking ability. It will become second nature 
when they stand. It builds their self-confidence and 
reduces anxiety. It helps the other students stay attentive 
to the lesson. It allows a bit of movement during 
instruction.

Sources: 

Daniel Willingham. Why don’t Students Like School. qtd in 
Classical Education Informational PowerPoint 101 or 102. 
www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org website. Author: 
Tom Neumark?

FCCS Parent-Teacher Handbook, 2017.

http://www.frederickclassicalcharterschool.org


Supplemental Questions for Frederick Classical Charter School 
Public Charter School Program Grant Application, page 5



...students learn cursive?

“It helps train the brain to integrate 
visual information, tactile information 
and fine motor dexterity”

Printing and typing do not stimulate the synchronicity 
between the brain’s right and left hemisphere, but 
cursive does. 

Learning should 
be a pleasure, 
not a chore.

http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-still-need-cursive/

Presenter Notes:

As Dr. William Klemm argues in Psychology Today, 
“Cursive writing helps train the brain to integrate visual, 
and tactile information, and fine motor dexterity. School 
systems, driven by ill-informed ideologues and federal 
mandate, are becoming obsessed with testing knowledge 
at the expense of training kids to develop better capacity 
for acquiring knowledge.”

Writing in Cursive teaches us how to write. Lacking 
fluency in handwriting causes difficulty in composition, as 
thoughts cannot get on the page fast.

Sources: 

Ten Reasons People Still Need Cursive by J. Doverspike. 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/memory-medic/201303/why-writing-hand-could-make-you-smarter


http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-s
till-need-cursive/ 

FCCS Parent-Teacher Handbook, 2017.

Supplemental Questions for Frederick Classical Charter School 
Public Charter School Program Grant Application, page 5

http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/langartelem/Actions-
and-Programs/Handwriting/HandwritingSpeed.aspx 

http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-still-need-cursive/
http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-still-need-cursive/
http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/langartelem/Actions-and-Programs/Handwriting/HandwritingSpeed.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/langartelem/Actions-and-Programs/Handwriting/HandwritingSpeed.aspx


...students learn cursive?

“Students learn better taking 
handwritten notes”

Writing things down is slow and it requires students to 
summarize, use keywords, and paraphrase, among other 
critical thinking skills.

High 
standards, 

low pressure

http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-still-need-cursive/

Presenter Notes:

Two psychologists ran studies in which they realized 

students learn better taking handwritten notes as opposed 

to typing on a computer—even with Internet distractions 

disabled.

Two psychologists ran studies in which they realized 

students learn better taking handwritten notes as opposed 

to typing on a computer—even with Internet distractions 

disabled. One reason is writing things down is slow. 

Therefore, one cannot write down every word a lecturer 

utters. Instead of a “shallow transcription” process, which 

requires no critical thinking and doesn’t require your 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/03/science/whats-lost-as-handwriting-fades.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/03/science/whats-lost-as-handwriting-fades.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/03/science/whats-lost-as-handwriting-fades.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/03/science/whats-lost-as-handwriting-fades.html?_r=1
http://mentalfloss.com/article/33508/4-benefits-writing-hand
http://www.businessinsider.com/highlighting-a-terrible-study-strategy-2014-11


brain to engage the material being presented, the student 

needs to summarize, use keywords, paraphrase, and 

perhaps even ask questions for clarification. 

Writing in Cursive teaches us how to write. Lacking 
fluency in handwriting causes difficulty in composition, as 
thoughts cannot get on the page fast

Sources: 

Ten Reasons People Still Need Cursive by J. Doverspike. 
http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-s
till-need-cursive/ 

FCCS Parent-Teacher Handbook, 2017.

Supplemental Questions for Frederick Classical Charter School 
Public Charter School Program Grant Application, page 5

http://www.businessinsider.com/highlighting-a-terrible-study-strategy-2014-11
http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/langartelem/Actions-and-Programs/Handwriting/HandwritingSpeed.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/langartelem/Actions-and-Programs/Handwriting/HandwritingSpeed.aspx
http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-still-need-cursive/
http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-still-need-cursive/


...students learn cursive?

“Cursive has the added benefit of being 
both artistic and highly personal”
Students can develop their cursive writing into a 
beautiful composition.

“We need to be able to read Primary 
Sources from the past”
Reading documents and letters in in their original form.

Learning should 
be a pleasure, 
not a chore.

http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-still-need-cursive/

Presenter Notes:

Cursive has the added benefit of being both artistic and 

highly personal. Children no less than adults long to 

express their individuality and creativity. Developing a 

cursive hand—epitomized in the signature and carried 

through in a unique form of writing that others can 

identify and associate with a particular individual—is an 

important step in developing a personal style and voice. 

Students are not automatons, and education should 

include tools that encourage the individual personality.

Being able to read cursive allows us to read the original 

documents: Primary Sources from the past: The 



Declaration of Independence, Lincoln’s Gettysburg 

Address, Letters from World War II, grandma’s casserole 

recipe. It is sad to think that students will need an 

interpreter to read the original documents. Yes, we can go 

on Google and find the text but there is something true, 

good and beautiful about reading it in cursive.

Sources: 

Ten Reasons People Still Need Cursive by J. Doverspike. 
http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-s
till-need-cursive/ 

FCCS Parent-Teacher Handbook, 2017.

Supplemental Questions for Frederick Classical Charter School 
Public Charter School Program Grant Application, page 5

http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-still-need-cursive/
http://thefederalist.com/2015/02/25/ten-reasons-people-still-need-cursive/


Next Steps - Additional Information to Explore

Legacy and Modern Renewal of Classical Education http://bit.ly/classicallegacy 

Differences between Modern Education   http://bit.ly/modvsclassical
and Classical Education

The Lost Tools of Learning  Dorothy Sayers 1947 article  http://bit.ly/losttools1947 

48

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

http://bit.ly/classicallegacy
http://bit.ly/modvsclassical
http://bit.ly/losttools1947


Final Thoughts
We need to value the wonder, the learning, and the knowledge - not the grade.
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FCCS  can provide a rigorous, challenging curriculum, taught using 
classical pedagogy.

or

We can guarantee your child an ‘A’ on the report card. 

We cannot guarantee both.

Presenter Notes:

Off-the-cuff remarks. Share some of the bulleted 
information.

Source: Erica Cummins
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THANKS!
Any questions?
You can find me on twitter at 
@harryhanna & 
harry.hanna@fcps.org
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