
Frederick Classical Charter School 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

December 5th Meeting 

Attendees: Jen Burley, Lonnie Ropp, Shelly Smallwood, Phil Anderson, Erica Cummins 

Attendees by Phone:  Tim Summers, Mr. Bickel, Michelle Clune, Tara Dodson 

Guests:  American Energy Services Representatives 

I. Public Comment: 

The Following Letter was submitted for Public Comment: 

 

Subject: Public Comment 

 

My public comment is in response to the recent letter by Tom Neumark published by the 

FNP.  As you may or may not know, a series of rather negative follow up letters were posted, 

which place FCCS in a negative light.  This concerns me, as it should concern all of you, as it 

threatens the way our school is viewed by not just the community, but possibly also the 

school board. 

 

I feel it is extremely important that this Board make a statement to the Board of Education 

that the comments and opinions of Mr. Neumark are his, not the opinions or official stances 

of Frederick Classical Charter School.  I don't need to remind you that Mr. Neumark no 

longer serves on the Board and no longer has children who attend FCCS.  As one of several 

advisors to the Board, he may be called upon to answer curricular-related, facility related, or 

other questions with regard to the startup and first 2 years of the functioning of the school. 

 

His comments about FCPS policies and the teachers union have historically created a 

fracture in the community at FCCS.  These are fractures that only serve to weaken our 

school, prevent our ability to work together and improve, and undermine all of the good 

things that go on each day. 

 

Individuals are entitled to have opinions about policies and teacher unions. When it begins 

to affect the way our school is viewed by the community, when it causes negativity to run 

amok in the local newspaper, when it divides our school, it is time to put an end to it.  Mr. 

Neumark needs to be told by this Board that he is to discontinue using the FCCS name as 

any part of his future letters to the editor, interviews or public statements.  

 

Let us not allow FCCS's name to be associated with such controversial topics as the evils of 

the teachers union and questionable FCPS policies.  We are a school, not a pundit for 

someone's personal agenda. 

 

 

 



II.  SIC American Energy Services 

Provided the results of a lighting audit. 

Cost and Review will be completed at an upcoming meeting. 

The board deferred a decision to post renewal. 

 AES will check on the fiscal impact of moving locations with their proposed plan. 

 

III. Staff Update 

 

No report per Mr. Bickel 

 

IV. Head of School 

 

Ms. Cummins shared information about her efforts to continue to provide data for the 

December 14th renewal presentation. 

 

V. Social Committee Update: Ice Skating is being held on Friday, December 9th by the social 

committee. 

 

VI. Drama Club Update: Spaghetti Dinner Theater will be provided December 10th and 11th. 

 

VII. Board of Trustees, President Jen Burley Updates: 

 

*Has been working to provide additional feedback to Dr. Alban. 

*Clarifying information for Intervention Plan: 

_Staff Training 

_Materials 

*Confirming Professional Development Plans 

 

*Document with additional information is being compiled by Jen and Erica. 

VIII.    Adjourned 9:05pm 

*1/26/2017 Update confirmed attendance of Ms. Cummins:  Efforts at that meeting all focused on the 

12/14/2016 renewal meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


